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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Interpretation 

1 . Since there has been some confusion about the claims, Examiner thinks it best to clarify 
how the claims are being interpreted. As best understood, the claims are describing Applicant's 
Fig 6. The first display body is the character (204). The second display body is the gauge 
depicted inside the character (224, 204A, 204B). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Claim 28 is directed to a computer program per se. Computer 
programs are not, in and of themselves, patentable. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 27 is in improper dependent form. It must be rewritten as an independent claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claim 23 & 25-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Okano et 
al. (US Patent Number 5,649,861). 
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Claims 23 & 27-29: Okano teaches an image processing device that places display 
bodies within a virtual three-space and creates a picture of the bodies viewed from a 
virtual viewpoint with image processing means. (See Fig 1 for the physical components.) 
There is a display body setting means for setting a plurality of display bodies (24, 25) 
within the three-space. There is a body disposal means for overlappingly disposing with 
the first display body (24) a second display body (25). There is a display body image 
setting means for setting an image of the first display body such that the second display 
body becomes visible. (In Fig 7B, both display bodies are visible.) There is a display 
body movement mode reflection means for making the movement modes of the first 
display body reflect the movement of the second (i.e., the two images stay overlapped). 
Claims 25 & 26: The display body movement mode reflection means must include a 
display body movement detection means (which in turn must include a display body 
movement direction detection means) for the detection of the movement of the display 
bodies 9and the direction of movement) and a movement adjustment means for creating a 
movement matching the detected movement (in the proper direction and orientation) in 
order to keep the two display body images overlapped. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Okano et al as 
applied to claim 23 in view of Declaration of Kathleen Mosser. 

Claim 24: Okano teaches the invention substantially as claimed, but doe not teach that 
the first body is transparent. It is well known to have transparent bodies (i.e., ghosts and 
invisible characters) in video games. Ultima Online is one example of a game with such 
characters. (See Declaration of Kathleen Mosser.) Ultima Online was published in 1997. 
These characters have the same input requirements as the opaque characters. Okano 
teaches that displaying an opaque second body on the character body allows the player to 
pay attention concurrently to the character and the controller display region, thus 
allowing them to enjoy the game while confirming input states of the operational signals. 
(Col 9, 33-47) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have modified Okano in view of Ultima online (as described in 
Kathleen Mosser's Declaration) to display an opaque second body overlapped on a 
transparent first body in order to allow the player to pay attention concurrently to ghost or 
invisible characters and the controller display region, thus allowing them to enjoy the 
game while confirming input states of the operational signals. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Origin's Official Guide to Ultima Online title page shows that the game was 
published at least in 1997. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corbett B. Coburn whose telephone number is (571) 272-4447. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30, Monday-Friday, alternate Fridays off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Jones can be reached on (571) 272-4438. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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